Chedhams Yard
Supporters Newsletter No. 1 – 2018

Welcome to the Chedham’s Supporters Newsletter..

The 2017 season passed by very quickly. In April, when we opened, the season
stretched out before us with many challenges. During the year we saw old friends
leave to start new lives away from the village, but we were fortunate to gain new
members of the team in a variety of roles.
For the first time we actively used Facebook to advertise our events. This became
possible this when we had a new member join the team who was familiar with
Facebook.
During the latter half of 2017 Colin, who had been ‘looking after’ the web site entries
for us, had to step down for health reasons. We are now seeking someone to take
over the role for 2018. The text and pictures etc are all supplied and we need
someone, who is confident and experienced enough, to do the changes and
additions without deleting everything.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Colin for the support he has given us
and wish him well in the coming years.

Wild Life
The sharp eyed amongst the team, often see and
identify interesting and unusual insects and other
creatures in the yard.
We have our regular wild life visitors to the yard, in
the form of a wide variety of birds, squirrels and we
suspect rabbits and foxes. Plus the amazing array
of insect and invertebrates .

Early in September one such find was an Elephant Hawk Moth Caterpillar, although
not uncommon in the UK it was the first one found at the Yard.
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The caterpillar is dark coloured and about 3” long.
If frightened it changes shape and resembles a
coiled snake as can be seen in the middle picture
The adult moth has a wing span of between 2” and
2.8” and has a khaki coloured body with pink
edged wings

The adult moth feeds at night, and often takes
nectar from garden plants like Honeysuckles
(Lonicera) and petunias consequently it is quite
often seen in urban settings in the evening. It is
spectacularly coloured, seeming to shimmer with
green and red when in motion. The adult moths are
eaten by some species of bats.

On 28th October we had our annual Halloween Event with Pumpkin Carving by
Debbie and Andy and Face Painting with Lucky. The large Pumpkins were donated
by Dorian Beard, a local farmer, and the smaller ones by Debbie and Andy.
We had a steady flow of children and adults for both activities
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We closed the season with the Christmas Event on 16th December. Prior to this a
small team decorated the Yard with Holly and Ivy and set up the fairy lights in and
around the café and the drying shed.
The day went well with Father Christmas and his bag of presents for the children.
In the Café Margaret and Jeff provided the music for the carol singing. Whilst Jo
Chorley ran children’s activities in the Film Room. In the café there were cakes and
mince pies.
Both days were very successful and good fun for everyone.

Decorations outside and inside

The Magic of Christmas - Santa talking to a child and carols around the fire
In addition to the events at the Yard we have been out and about.
On 18th November we went to Newbold Church for their Christmas fayre and on 25 th
November we were at the Village Hall for the Christmas Light ‘Switch on’ event.
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Newbold Church Display
At both events we had a selection of articles made at the Yard for sale, also the usual
literature about the yard. The two events were a success and attracted a lot of
interest and maybe some new volunteers. Having the items for sale made a big
difference to the appeal of the displays and these are certainly events that we will
support next year.

New Implements.
Visitors in the latter half of the year may have noticed that we managed to obtain
some ‘new’ implements and tools for the yard to illustrate what would have been
made and maintained by the Chedham’s.
Last year we added a horse drawn hoe, dating from the early/mid 1800s. There is a
plough, of the same design by the same manufacturer, just outside the village so it is
possible these implements would have been repaired at the Yard.
Recently we were given a hay lifter from a local source. This again could well have
been repaired at the Yard. The lifter will remain on display at the yard. The pointed
tines are very sharp and for this reason rubber sleeves have been fitted. If you
remove the sleeves to look at the points, please make sure they are refitted securely.
Bill Chedham was the feature for this year’s
Heritage Open Day in September. While we were
searching for information about him, we came
across a reference that he was also a thatcher.
Although this was not his primary skill that he
had, there were many skills that we were
unaware of and he may have done some thatch
repair on cottages, within the village. We have
also been given a thatcher’s needle, the sort of
tool Bill may well have used.
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Next time you are in the yard take a look and see if you know how it works. But be
careful the points are sharp.

In a recent discussion with some of the Chedham family, we were told that they have
a picture showing carts and wagons queuing in Chestnut Square waiting to enter the
Yard. These were either waiting for repair or bringing items to or collecting from the
Yard.
We have not seen the picture and do not know the date but this would suggest that in
it’s heyday the Yard was a very popular place with the local farmers.
We know that the Yard maintained a wooden Threshing Machine, until its demise,
which was brought in from time to time. This was probably one of the bigger pieces of
equipment worked on by the Chedhams. Equally they would have maintained the
small hand tools used by the farm workers and villagers.
We are now looking forward to the coming season and we will be carrying out some
modifications to increase the size of the kitchen and to prepare the garden for the
100th anniversary of the end of WW1.

The plans for 2018
We are starting the season on 5th May with a Flora and Fauna walk from the yard into
the surrounding fields, to see and hear the local wild life.
We recognised the start of the WW1 conflict and we will do something similar for the
end, in November, and will probably have a background theme for the whole season.
During 2017, we were able to increase the variety of items made at the yard by the
blacksmiths and the wood turners.

Snail and Snake Iron Paper Weights which were new for 2017

During the closed period, we hope to increase the range and quantity of items
available. Below are examples of some of the newer items we made.
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A selection of wooden birds, candle holders and bowls
We are asked by visitors on many occasions for horse shoes. Whilst this was not a
major activity in the Yard some horse shoes were found during the archaeological
dig. We now collected a selection of horse shoes, some of which have been used for
a new display showing the variations in size and design. Others will be cleaned and
offered for sale.

Grace Stamper, one of our long-time volunteers,
sadly passed away suddenly on 27th January
whilst out delivering the local parish newsletter.
Grace was a quiet unassuming lady who entered
into the spirit of the Yard and always wore Victorian
style clothing she was a great asset in the café and
a willing volunteer.
And from Heather Cox, a former trustee; “It was a
pleasure to know, and work, with Grace. She was
a quiet, unassuming person, who got on with her
work, mostly in the kitchen, in the back ground. Not
wanting to be the centre of attention. Her smile and
ready wit will be sorely missed by those who
worked with her. I am pleased to have known her.
May she rest in peace”.
She will be missed by the visitors and all of the
team at Chedham’s.
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Challenge
We have been given a steel tool, with a wooden handle, which none of us can
identify. If you recognise it please let us know

The circular portion is about 10 cm diameter.
One suggestion has been a post holder to steady the post while it is being driven into
the ground, another has been a hand support for a large spherical glass flask used
for liquids such as battery acid. Although either of these are possible they seem
unlikely.
Your thoughts please to Eric Lawley at e.lawley@ntlworld.com

Hiring the Yard
As you know the Yard is located in a quiet oasis and adjacent to open fields which
makes it an attractive venue for small quiet groups to meet.
We can accommodate groups of up to 20 people. For details, to hire the venue call
the office on 01789 842770, this is an unmanned phone, but we will return all calls.
Alternatively e-mail us at:bookings@chedhamsyard.org.uk or enquiries@chedhamsyard.org.uk
Thank you for your continuing interest and support.
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