Chedhams Yard
Supporters Newsletter No. 3 – 2018

Welcome to the Chedham’s Supporter’s Newsletter..
The 2018 season is almost over. The hot summer sun helped with the visitor
numbers which were slightly up on last year and the events staged were a success.
We are now well into the planning for 2019 which will soon be upon us.
During 208 we had several new volunteers join the ranks in all areas of the yard
which is encouraging and helps us to plan more confidently for the future.
We have had several items offered to us for display and use at the Yard, we are keen
to accept these providing they are relevant to the period 1813 to 1966 and reflect the
sort of items that were made and maintained there.
Items which are donated are accepted on the understanding that if they are deemed
not relevant then we will attempt to relocate them at a suitable site.
This issue’s identity challenge is the steel toothed ‘comb’. What is and how was it
used? The tines are about 30cm long and the handle a similar length. There are
three rows of steel tines.

We have been unable to find anything similar on line, can anyone identify it?
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Summer Events
The Bees and Honey event was a success again this year and attracted a lot of
interest in this fascinating subject. Liz Bates gave clear and precise explanations of
how honey was made and processed and the importance of bees to all of us and our
well-being. They are not just colourful insects they play a vistal role in food
production, honey is almost a side
product.
Again we had our Flower Festival which,
this year, was prepared by a local florist.
The flower arrangements were spread
across the Yard complementing the
immediate surroundings. After the event
some flowers were taken to a local
church where they remained for a further
week.
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Flower display from the Yard alongside the lectern

Wood and Its Uses drew some inquisitive
visitors wanting to know more about this
important material, how it was and is used
and how it can be manipulated by bending,
machining and turning to make a variety of
products from ornaments and plates to
houses. In times past it was an extremely
important material providing paper, power
and heat, transport and housing, weapons
and tools. Even today we take it for
granted but without it we would be at a
standstill. A wide range of wood and joint
samples were also on show.
Avril Smolders, a local willow weaver, came to the Yard again and demonstrated
how to make baskets and more from simple willow twigs

The baskets and bowls are strong and long lasting and were used by many in
everyday life in both town and country up until the advent of synthetic materials.
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Heritage Open Day this year featured Notable Women. Whilst Wellesbourne is not
somewhere that features regularly in world news there have been both notorious and
interesting women in the village and its surrounds, some of whom are still active in
society. The ladies included were Rosa
Lewis - the subject of the Duchess of Duke
Street, Lady Mourdant - who features in The
Warwickshire Scandals, Countess of
Warwick – a friend of Edward Prince of
Wales, Juliette Low - who founded the Girl
Guides in America, Ginny Davis a local
actor and writer, Judi Dench - actress,
Frankie Stuart – an early Air Traffic
Controller, Cicely Mordaunt - WWI nurse,
Mary Vellacott - suffragette, Lady Elizabeth
Hamilton - historian, Caroline Clive - writer, Georgiana Verney not forgetting Dr
Marjorie Willett and our own Grace Stamper and Iris Herwin - both were involved
with the Yard. The display sheets will be kept at the yard for future reference and for
those who wish to ‘have another look’. If you want to know more about any of the
;ladies featured all the display material has been retained at the Yard and can be
made available.
The day was well attended and because the displays did not detract from the
subsequent events they were left in place for the following three weeks enabling
more visitors to learn a little about the local ladies past and present.

Sketch Pad Day at the end of September
saw the return of Audrey Sibert with her
pens and paper ready and willing to discuss
how to get started and enjoy this
challenging but very rewarding past time.
The event attracted interest from a wide
range of age groups. Audrey lives in
Wellesbourne and holds classes at her
home on the Dovehouse Estate.

Items made at the Yard
The range of items now being made at the Yard by the wood turners and blacksmiths
has increased dramatically of the past 9 months.
The primary purpose of the wood turning and blacksmithing is to demonstrate the
processes used in the past for wheel making and metal work for carts and
implements. For the Yard and visitors the by-product is a range of unique items
available to buy in the café.
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Wood Turning and some of the more unusual pieces

Working the forge is hard and hot work - pumping the bellows to keep the fire burning
and working the hot metal often at about 900/1000 degrees centigrade.
It is not for the faint hearted.
We are continuing to make pokers, weed grubbers plus some more ornamental items
such as Key tags, Paper weights, Flowers and much more.
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Paper Weights

Pokers and Grubbers

Leaf Key Fobs

Flowers

In the example shown here on the right was a combined effort of the two disciplines.
We are fortunate to have a range of skills available to us bringing new ideas and
perspective to traditional crafts.

Make to Order - whilst we mostly make items for demonstration and sale we also will
make specific items to order such as spinning wheel parts and accessories, birds,
some metal vintage car parts. If you need something made ask us first, we may be
able to help. If we cannot help we probably know some who can help you.
Looking ahead our next event will be on 27th October when we will hold our annual
Halloween activity with pumpkin carving, face painting and fun for everyone.
This will be followed on 10th November when we look back to 1918 and the
returning soldiers and try to understand the problems they had fitting back into
‘normal’ life after experiencing some terrible sights and conditions.
Our final event for 2018 will be the Christmas event on 15th December with the
Christmas Carols and Santa for the children.
We look forward to seeing everyone at these events which round off a busy year for
all the volunteers here at Chedham’s.
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Presentations and Group Visits
If you would like us to give a presentation about the Yard to your club or group then
please call us, we are already receiving bookings for 2019.
Alternatively of your club or group would like to visit midweek that can be arranged,
we provide a guided tour and talk about the Yard supported by blacksmith and wood
turning demonstrations rounded off with cakes and drinks in the Visitor Centre. For
more information call us on 01789 842 770 or e-mail :bookings@chedhamsyard.org.uk or enquiries@chedhamsyard.org.uk
2019
2019 is almost upon us, just a few weeks to Christmas and then it’s 2019 and the
start of new activities at the Yard.
We have started our planning for next year with a wide range of events. Once
completed, the programme will be sent out. Some of the more popular events in 2018
will be repeated in 2019 along with new ones.
The opening times will remain the same i.e. 11am to 3pm.
During the closed season we will be undertaking remodelling of the garden, minor
changes to the café and some minor rearrangement of the items in the drying shed
etc.
To find out what is happening at the Yard go to either our web site or Shakespeare’s
England web site
If you have travelled from outside the local area why not visit us and then go onto to
one of the other venues/attractions found on the Shakespeare’s England site such as
Compton Verney or the British Motor Museum at Gaydon. Both are just a short drive
from our site.

The Yard as a meeting Venue
The Yard is located amongst a collection of
16th and 17th century houses in a quiet oasis
adjacent to open fields which makes it an
attractive venue for small quiet groups to
meet.
For example, Wellesbourne Neighbourhood
Watch are holding their AGM at the Yard in
October.
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The visitor centre set out for a meeting
Art and Photo groups find the changing lighting effects throughout the day make
interesting images and challenges and can produce dramatic pictures.
We can accommodate groups of up to 20 people.
For details of how to hire the Yard call the office on 01789 842770, this is an
unmanned telephone, but we will return all calls.
Alternatively e-mail us at:bookings@chedhamsyard.org.uk or enquiries@chedhamsyard.org.uk
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