Chedham’s Yard
Supporters Newsletter No 2 - July 2019

Welcome to the latest Newsletter from Chedham’s Yard. We have had an interesting
year so far with a new tool donated and wedding photos amongst the artefacts and
flora at the Yard.
The new tool donated by Mrs Jordan of Walton was a ridging plough. The plough
was used by her grandfather and passed to her via the family.
The plough has two blades which can be adjusted independently to give either a right
hand or left hand ridge such as ridging potatoes or set to give a flat bottomed furrow.
The plough is pulled through the soil by a single operator walking backwards. Not a
task for the weak or faint hearted.

Wedding Photos
A young couple, who were married in the parish church of St Peter’s, came to the
Yard with their photographer for additional photos in the secluded area of Chedhams
Yard. Shots were taken amongst the flora and in the workshops despite the dust and
grime but more importantly it was a white wedding dress. With the vagaries of the
British weather they were lucky that the day was fine and sunny, ideal for their very
special day.
The Chedham’s team look forward to welcoming other couples to the Yard for those
extra special /unique photos.
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We wish Chris and Rachael all the best for their future together.
Although this was something of a special request, we are keen to promote this type of
activity either during the week or on a Saturday. We have not set a fee for the use of
the Yard for photos but a donation would be welcomed to help offset our running costs.

Visitor Participation
Towards the end of this year we will be introducing the opportunity for visitors to try
their hand at blacksmithing with one of our team. They will be taught the basic skills
and can make an item to take away. There will be a small charge for this.
To participate visitors must wear appropriate stout
protection and apron will be provided.

footwear – no trainers. Eye

The availability of this opportunity will be dependent upon who is demonstrating in the
forge and notices will be posted in the yard on the day.
Alternatively call Eric on 01789 55678 to get up to date information.
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Within the Yard the craftsmen are continuing to
produce metal and wooden items that illustrate the
skills and processes that were commonplace when
the yard was operating in it’s heyday.

Typically the items produced now include pokers,
metal leaves, metal paper weights, etc. and wooden
mice, candle sticks, ornaments and more.
We have a wide range of skills within the team so if you need something making why
not ask us if we can help, if we can help we will discuss the details before we do
anything. However if we cannot make it we will know someone who can.
In addition to making from new we can also make parts to renovate older items such
as special parts for items such as spinning wheels to old cars.

New Local Resident
Those who have visited the Yard will
recall that it is located adjacent to
open fields and is the home of a
Tawny owl. Two years ago, a chick
hatched and emerged from the nest
on the coldest and wettest day of the
summer, the poor bedraggled chick
was soaked and unfortunately did not
survive. This year two chicks hatched
and perched in the tree alongside the
yard, just below their nesting box.
Since then they have been fed by the
parent birds.
As far as we know the chicks have survived and they will help maintain the tawny owl
population.
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The season opened with a new event for 2019, an
Easter Egg Hunt.
Lettered eggs were hidden around the yard, and to help the
children to find them they were hidden close to a fluffy rabbit.
Each egg had a letter marked on it, once all the eggs had been
found the task was to re-arrange the letters to make a name
related to Easter and then claim their prize of an Easter Egg.
All good fun and no cost involved for the parents.

The Dawn Chorus walk on 18th May was a success, we had more joining the walk
than last year and we had to repeat it the following week for those who could not take
part on 18th.

Hedgehog Protection
A display, by the girls from Stratford,
about
hedgehog
rescue
and
protection,
The girls have been concerned with
hedgehog rescue for many years and
have been guests on various TV
channels this year. In our area they
have
been
actively
fighting
developers to save the hedgehog and
campaigning to have netting removed
from hedgerows which could trap
hedgehogs and birds. The girls
actively engaged with the visitors and enthusiastically discussed hedgehog houses,
feeding and nurturing this small mammal. The hedgehog is the gardener’s friends
eating many garden pests.
Did you know that hedgehogs cannot escape from a pool without some help?
If you have a garden pool why not fit a small ramp from the side of the pool into the
water so that in the unfortunate situation of a hedgehog falling into the water it can
make it’s way to the ramp and climb out again.

Photographic Competition
The Competition was held in May when the garden is full of colour and generally the
weather can be good. This year we had a bright sunny day and good participation with
32 pictures submitted. These will be judged by a local semi-professional photographer
and the winners announced in the next issue.
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A selection of the pictures are shown below.

Textiles and Quilting
Anderton.

with Phillip

Phillip had a wide range of quilts and other items
on display despite the inclement weather.
Unfortunately the weather restricted what could
be shown and the live demonstration was
cancelled. In spite of that the display attracted
many visitors keen to learn more about this
absorbing pastime’

We are fortunate this year in having another textile event at the end of August when
Jane Cobbett from Coventry will be showing and demonstrating the methods used for
decorative textile work. The event will be augmented with a wood carving
demonstration by Jane’s husband, Peterson Cobbett. Peterson is a member of the
Coventry Wood Carvers and will be willing to talk about getting started and the
planning necessary before making the first cut. Not least of which is selection of the
timber.
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The Spinning and Weaving event with Ewe to You was again a success event with
much interest by he visitors learning how the wool is processed into yarn ready for
weaving and knitting. The ladies of the group brought along a selection of products for
sale and discussion.

Group Events continue to be popular once such event was a special sketching
and painting day with the Kineton Art Group who took full advantage of the good
weather earlier in the year.

Tools with a Mission (TWAM) were on site in June talking about how old tools
could be refurbished and taken to the third world counties where high technology
products cannot be maintained whereas conventional hand tools can be kept in
working and usable condition with the technology available. This year we again had
many tools donated. Thank you all those who gave generously. This is a worthwhile
cause which we fully support.

Working with the Village
Wellesbourne Allotment Association has developed a
Dementia Garden as part of their work to engage with those
suffering from dementia.
The garden is now complete with a welcoming archway over
the entrance. Chedham’s Yard is pleased to have been
associated with producing the sign for the garden.

It is hoped that the garden will feature in a future BBC
Countryfile programme.
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In the months ahead
On 7th September we have another wheel making
event, this time we will be fitting a metal tire to a
wooden wheel. For this the tire will be heated to
about 900 degrees Centigrade and then carried to
and placed over the wheel tapped into place and
then cooled quickly with a lot water. If it is not
cooled the wooden wheel will burn.
This will be an exciting event and one which is not
seen very often. The tire is heated on a circular wood fire built around the tire, when it
reaches the required temperature it is picked up using tire dogs and carried to the
wheel which is clamped securely to the horizontal tiring platform.
The programme for this event will be as below:-

11 to 12.30 Talk by Robin Hill about making the wheel
12.30 to 1.30 Build the fire
1.30 to 2.00 Heating the tire
2.00
Fitting tire to the wheel
2.30
End of event
The Yard will close at 3.00pm
At the end of September we will be looking back at Wellesbourne during the War
period. An airfield was built at Wellesbourne early in WWII. The airfield’s primary role
was as a training base for Canadian pilots using aircraft that had seen many raids
across the channel. Two days after opening the Luftwaffe bombed the runway, the
only casualties were a couple of trucks. Also on one occasion a returning flight of B17
bombers landed having been diverted due to low cloud and running out of fuel. Come
along on 28th September to learn more.
The year will conclude with our annual Christmas event with Father Christmas and
carols in the café.

The other events during the late summer / autumn period are shown below, more
details are given on the Web Site.

Work to Do and new Artefacts
An iron wheeled wooden sack truck was donated to the yard by Peter Davies of
Wellesbourne. The truck is typical of what would have been used in the past and the
sort of equipment that would have been repaired at the Yard. A simplistic approach
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will be used to bring it back to a usable condition without having to dismantle it
completely.
We hope shortly to add a horse drawn plough to the collection.
Work will start in the autumn on repairing the tyre bender so that it can be
demonstrated.
At the moment some of the threaded parts need replacing and a broken casting
repaired, it will also be remounted to stabilise it on the mounting post. This work is
within the scope of the volunteer team.

We are continuing to collect ‘new’ artefacts that reflect the tools and equipment made,
used and repaired during 19th and early 20th century. If you have a tool which has been
passed down to you and you need a good home for it then give us a call or drop in to
the Yard and discuss what you have with one of the team. We may be able to give it
a good home and it will help tell the story of England in a previous era.

Planning for 2020 is already underway, we plan to repeat some of the 2019 events but
there will be new themes introduced.
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Programme of Events
July to December 2019
Free Entry on Saturdays
Opening times 11 am to 3 pm
27 July

The Chedhams

3 Aug

Wildlife Trust & Children’s Crafts

10 Aug

The Honey Bee

17 Aug

Wood, Wood Turning & Woodland Trust

24 Aug

Willow Weaving

31 Aug

Wood Carving & Textiles

7 Sept

Wheel Making and Rural Crafts

14 Sept Heritage Open Day
21 Sept Sketch Pad Day
28 Sept Wellesbourne at War
26 Oct

Halloween & Pumpkin Carving

14 Dec

Christmas with Carols, Santa & Fun

See the website for more information.

We look forward to welcoming you to the yard before the end of the year and hope
that you will visit again in 2020.

Compiled by Eric Lawley and Edited by Gill Lawley on behalf of Chedham’s Yard trust
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