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Welcome to the fourth Newsletter from Chedham’s Yard for 2020.
Following the current Government guidelines we have had to reconsider when it will
be safe to re-open the Yard taking into account the physical size and layout of the
premises which makes social distancing a concern. Also, at this time some of the
demonstrators are uncomfortable about working in a public area.
It has been decided that the earliest we will now be able to re-open is 1st August,
subject to the ruling in place at the time, but possibly without the themed events that
we had planned.
Assuming that we do re-open in August there will be no guided tours, as previously,
but our own demonstrators will be in the wheelwrights and the forge, they will explain
about their areas from beyond the barriers. An additional member of staff will be
available to explain other aspects of the yard. There will be light refreshments available
in a safe area albeit that visitors may be asked to self-help to a large extent.

The Quiz
We included a 20 question quiz about the Yard in the April Newsletter. we were
disappointed in the response but did receive a few correct entries. The first pulled from
the bag was from Mrs Westen of Didcot who had visited several years ago.
The answers were:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

In what decade did the Chedham’s move to Wellesbourne ?
1820s
Where did the family live when they arrived in Wellesbourne?
Chapel Street
When was Bill Chedham born?
1928
In what year did Bill get married?
Not married
What year was the renovated Chedhams Yard opened to the public? 2012
In what decade did Bill Chedham close the Yard workshops?
1960s
What did Bill Chedham do after he closed the Yard?
Worked at local farms
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8. What two major activities were carried out at the Yard?
Blacksmith, Wheelwright
9. What team game did Bill Chedham take part in?
Tug-o-War
10. Who provided the funding to renovate the Yard?
Heritage Lottery Fund
11. What day/s is/are the Yard open to the public?
Saturday
12. Is it necessary to pre-book to visit on a public day?
No
13. How much does it cost to visit the Yard on a public day?
Free Entry
14. Do Chedham’s Yard staff give audio/visual presentations to clubs? Yes
15. Are there toilets at the Yard?
Yes
16. What time does the Yard open?
11am
17. Do volunteers have to live in Wellesbourne?
No
18. Who owns Chedhams Yard?
Parish Council
19. Where is Chedhams Yard?
Church Walk
20. Can the yard be hired for private functions/meetings?
Yes

Springtime
In the last Newsletter there was a link to a short video of a blue tit modifying the
entrance to the nest box, we had an e-mail from one of our supporters to say that in
his garden a Great Tit did exactly the same before the mate arrived.
Chedham’s Yard is a quiet oasis in the middle of a popular village and despite the
nearby by-pass and the village traffic the Yard remains a quiet and peaceful haven for
wildlife and people alike. Due to the coronavirus we were unable to have our annual
photo competition so here was an opportunity to take part in a fun photo event.
It was against this background that I asked for supporters to send in their pictures
depicting the wildlife and the Natural World. We cannot share the experience at the
Yard due to the government restrictions, but we can share and enjoy each other’s
pictures depicting the marvels of nature.
There was a good response to the request and a selection are shown below which
show the wide diversity on our doorsteps:-
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Thank you to all those who sent in their pictures.

New Equipment
Our latest acquisition is an Aero Seed Fiddle
made by DLK of Kilmarnock.
It was donated by Mrs G Rice, who can
remember using it as a child on the farm. It dates
from the 1930/1940 period or maybe earlier.
The fiddle is an efficient way of distributing seed
or fertilizer without the need for complex
mechanics.
To operate the spreader a bow is moved
sideways i.e. backwards and forwards across the seeder, the bow string rotates the
spinner wheel to distribute the seed falling onto it from the hopper. The action is a little
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like playing a violin hence the name. After a while it must have been tiring for the
operator.
The main body of the device is reasonably
sound, but the spinner wheel has suffered from
the ravages of time and is very fragile. Although
we have managed to salvage it a new
replacement has been fitted, surprisingly spares
are still available.
Luckily inside the hopper there was some of the
original paint /stain so we have been able to
match the colour.
The original stencilled name was still visible on
both sides of the main body, on the side shown
above the original name remains under the new
name plate whereas on the opposite side the
name is still visible behind a clear protective
cover plate.
The renovation has included a few new parts
namely:- the spinner wheel, both spring buffers,
a replacement seed hopper bag, a replacement shoulder strap and two new ends for
the bow. The originals were too badly decayed to retain.
More information can be found on the internet including a video showing a fiddle in
use.

‘Save it, it may be useful one day’
It is surprising how many people recycle
materials to make something completely
different.
In this newsletter we are featuring a model
Cotswold cottage made entirely from discarded
materials. The finished model is approx. 450mm
x 200mm x 450mm high and is complete with a
thatched roof.
We hope to have the cottage on display at the Yard one Saturday during 2021.
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Decorative Horse Shoes
One of our team has been busy at home making decorative horseshoes which will be
sold at the Yard priced at £15 each, they will be displayed alongside the wooden items
made at the Yard,

1

2

3

4

If you would like one of these unique pieces before we re-open and can collect from
Wellesbourne then we can arrange the hand over. Contact Eric Lawley for details,
e.lawley@ntlorld.com

An overview of what should have been happening during July
4th July

Spinning and Wool Craft with ‘Ewe to You’

This was to have been a return visit by the ever popular
spinning team, who would have been demonstrating and
explaining how a fleece is worked to make the yarn which can
then be turned into woollen garments, etc.
The ‘Ewe to You’ team is a dedicated group who work with
wool, showing how it is taken from the fleece, spun and worked
into garments. Hand spinning is the art of twisting fibres or
fleece into a continuous thread using a spinning wheel or drop
spindle. The thread is spun thick or thin, plied or unplied, and
can be dyed or used in its natural state for knitting or weaving.
Like many art forms, hand spinning is done in a number of ways and can be developed
according to the spinner’s imagination and skill.
We hope to be able to engage the team for 2021. If you have a question about spinning
please contact us and we will pass on your query.
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11th July

The Heart of England Wood Turners and TWAM

The H.O.E. Wood Turners is a local group of
professional, semi- professional and amateur wood
turners based in Stratford upon Avon.
There would have been demonstrations of intricate
wood turning and advice on how to get involved in
this fascinating ‘hobby’ including the equipment
required and the training that is available locally.
Chris and Roger who have been turning for many years would have been
demonstrating and talking about the craft and answering all your questions.
We plan to include the wood turning as part of the 2021 programme.
The HOE Wood Turners is a friendly club who, under normal circumstances, meet
monthly at Foundation House which is part way along Masons Road, meetings start
at 7.00pm on the second Friday of the month. Everyone is welcome regardless of the
skill level. If you want to know more either look at the Heart of England Wood Turners
web site or send your query into Eric Lawley.

TWAM
Representatives from Tools With A Mission were also planned to be on site showing
and talking about how they take discarded tools, refurbish them and then send them
on to Third World Countries who lack basic tools and facilities. This is an opportunity
to pass on the tools that you no longer need on the understanding that they will be
used again.
Basic tools are far more use in these countries than the latest technological gadget for
which there in no support when tools fail.
In the absence of this event if you have any tools which you no longer require you can
arrange to drop them off at the Yard and we will forward them to TWAM. Please
contact Eric Lawley to arrange a drop off date and time. Under some circumstances
we may be able to collect from your home.

18th July

Wellesbourne Art Group

The Art Group were planning to make a welcome return to the Yard to show off a
selection of their paintings and to talk about the challenges and rewards when painting
any subject.
If you want to know how to get started in this fascinating hobby but can only remember
school day disasters, then why not contact the Art Group or a local tutor.
Hopefully the Art Group will be part of the 2021 programme.
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25th July

Stained Glass with Di Vernon

Di Vernon joined the team at Chedhams last year.
She is an experienced and talented blacksmith and
stained glass artist and she would have been
demonstrating and talking about stained glass
work.
A workshop event had been planned so that visitors
could take part and have something unique to take
away.

We will be arranging for Dianne to come back in 2021.
If you want to ask a question about any of the events or would like to know more about
the demonstrators, then contact Eric Lawley and your query will be passed on.

Coronavirus
Chedhams Yard will remain closed during the current crisis. We will regularly review
the situation and open as soon as possible but

Currently all of the June and July events have been cancelled.

Please continue to look at the web site for the latest information regarding reopening
dates. Alternatively, if you want information on reopening directly from us, please send
your details by e-mail to enquiries@chedhamsyard.org.uk and we will contact you
directly.

For more information on any aspect call us on 01789 842770 or 01789 555678 and
leave a message.
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Programme of Events
Free Entry on Saturdays
Opening Times 11am to 3 pm
11 April

Easter Egg Hunt & Children’s Crafts

cancelled

18 April

Blacksmith & Wood Turning demos

cancelled

25 April

Hedgehog Conservation/Preservation cancelled

2 May

Quilting and Patchwork

cancelled

9 May

6.00am Dawn Chorus Walk

cancelled

9 May

Children’s Craft Workshop

cancelled

16 May

Moths & their Role in Our Life

cancelled

23 May

Photo Competition

cancelled

30 May

Masonry / Stone Carving

cancelled

Blacksmiths & Wood Turning demos

cancelled

13 June

Wheelwrighting Skills Explained

cancelled

20 June

Bats & Countryside Conservation

cancelled

27 June

Open Studios – Multiple Artists

cancelled

Ewe to You – Spinning & Weaving

cancelled

11 July

H.O.E. Wood Turners & TWAM

cancelled

18 July

Wellesbourne Art Group

cancelled

25 July

Stained Glass Workshop

cancelled

6 June

4 July

1 Aug

Blacksmith & Wood Turning demos

8 Aug

Honey and the Honey Bee

15 Aug

The Wellesbourne & District Lions

22 Aug

Children’s Craft Workshop

29 Aug

Plight of the Farm Labourer

5 Sept

Patchwork & Textile Display

12 Sept

Sketch Pad Day

19 Sept

Heritage Open Day - Hidden Nature

26 Sept

Iron Tyre Fitting Demonstration

31 Oct

Halloween Pumpkin Carving & Fun

12 Dec

Christmas with Carols, Santa & Fun
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