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Welcome to the second Newsletter from Chedham’s Yard for 2020. We still have time
for an interesting series of events during 2020. Although our regular Saturday events
normally stop at the end of September, we are considering rescheduling some of the
earlier events that were cancelled, for October.
The coronavirus has hit us hard as we rely solely on visitors for our income and this
year it will be severely compromised. Before the restrictions were even a remote
possibility, we had already committed to some significant expenditure which we will be
unable to recoup.
At the moment the earliest we are likely to open is 4th July, but this date will be kept
under review.

VE Day 8th May 2020
The yard is not open on a Friday but we had planned to commemorate VE Day on the
9th May with a suitable tribute alongside our listed activity. This however has been
postponed until sometime in the future, maybe combined with VJ Day on Aug 15th
alongside The Lions.

During the blitz

Hillfields Coventry
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Now a time to celebrate.

VE Day celebrations 1945

VJ Day Celebrations 1945
The conflict and the destruction was finally over and now was the time for the
rebuilding of not only the cities, towns and villages but also of the lives and
communities across the world.

Whilst our village was relatively unaffected by the devastation the airfield was a target
and presented a risk to the village. The instructions to some enemy aircraft was to
follow the River Avon to Charlecote Park and turn right to find the airfield. It was
bombed the day after it opened.
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For those of us old enough to remember the end of WWII it was a time of celebration
across the whole country with street parties and fetes, any celebrations for the 75 th
anniversary have now been overshadowed by the virus outbreak and the need for
social distancing.

Repairs and Maintenance
However, on the brighter side we have continued with the ‘behind the scenes’ work at
the Yard and have completed the work on the tyre roller which was mentioned in the
previous copy.
Whilst the ‘drunken attitude’ of the roller gave it a certain ‘air of mystique’ it could not
be safely used and posed a real risk to visitors if it had fallen off its mount.

Picture by Helen Ashbourne

Remounted roller,
picture by Eric Lawley

The Horse drawn furrowing plough has also been given a make-over.

It will be moved outside before the Yard is reopened.
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New Equipment
Since the last newsletter have had two more pieces of equipment donated.
The first item is a Victorian lamp post, which probably dates from about 1870, from
within the Wellesbourne conservation area. The Wellesbourne Conservation Advisory
Group identified that the post was to be replaced by the SDC and almost certainly
destined for scrapping. We accepted the offer of the post from SDC Lighting Dept. and
it has now been installed within the garden area of the Yard and adds another feature
as well as additional lighting for evening events.
The lamp on top of the post was almost certainly a gas lamp with gas piped from the
nearby Wellesbourne Gas and Coke Company.
The ladder arms at the top will provide support for hanging baskets.

The post fits well into the leafy surroundings of the Yard.

The second item is a vintage Heyden-Redruth-Allball grinder. It is operated by the foot
pedal and the grinding wheel at the top rotates horizontally. We have mounted it to
one of the posts of the Drying shed, close to the forge.
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It stands approx. 39 inches high and has a 6 inch diameter horizontal grinding wheel
The pedal is marked Heyden-Redruth-Allball. We believe it dates from about 1930. If
anyone can add to the information it would help us.

Owl Box
One of the CCTV cameras has now been trained onto the owl box by the Visitor
Centre and we hope to be able to play back footage of the activity at the nest site. This
is an ongoing project.

Spring Time at the Yard
Spring has sprung at the Yard with blossom and flowers all providing a kaleidoscope
of colour. This is a marvellous time of the year as gardens become a haven for wildlife.
Unfortunately, this year the only ones who have seen the displays are those who have
continued with the maintenance work behind closed doors.
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Wood Turning
Wood Turning is demonstrated each Saturday by our own Team members showing
how the process works and relating it to the hub making processes carried out by the
wheelwrights during the Chedham period.
Whilst the items made are much smaller than a wagon wheel hub the process is the
same.
We are always seeking wood suitable for turning and we have been fortunate to have
been given a lot of ‘new’ material including some more exotic woods and some
additional wood turning equipment. This has all been donated by Mr D Plank of
Wellesbourne and will enable the team to make some interesting items.
We hope to have a professional demonstration of wood turning on 11th July by the
Heart of England Wood Turners. This will be dependant upon the Government
restrictions in place at the time.

Photo Competition
The 2020 competition has been cancelled because of the coronavirus but we hope to
be able to run it again next year. This year’s categories were to have been flowers and
tools/equipment. We will use the same categories next year so when we open again
there is an opportunity for you to view the Yard and line up your shots for 2021.

Scouts and Chedham’s
We have recently enrolled a Senior Scout from the 1st
Wellesbourne Scout Troop to learn how to be a blacksmith.
This will form part of his development within the Scouting
movement as well a giving him skills that will benefit the troop
who are planning a camp on the Sherboune Estate.
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Luke will be at the Yard most Saturdays during 2020 working under the supervision of
our established blacksmiths.
Chedhams can provide a range of learning opportunities for young people and we are
willing to help develop their skills. If you are involved with young people and want to
know more please contact us at enquiries@chehamsyard.org.uk and we will get back
to you.

‘Save it, it may be useful one day’
This was the philosophy of the older generation and of the Chedham family. This is
also our current philosophy and that of many of our volunteers.
During this time of travel restrictions and no social gathering what better time could
there be to look at those ‘valuable saved’ items and see what you can do with them.
One of our volunteers has turned his attention to this very task.
Old kitchen doors are a good source of material in this instance the frame of the door
was used to make a three tread step with a smaller rise to replace a two tread step for
a partially disabled person.

to
The only cost incurred was for screws and the anti-slip strips.

If you have a project and you are unsure how to proceed why not come along to the
Yard, when we are open again, and discuss your ideas with some of the team, we
may be able to help.
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An overview of what should have been happening during May

25th April

Hedgehog Rescue and Conservation

Sophie Smith and Kyra Barboutis, the two girls from
Stratford upon Avon who campaign for and rescue
hedgehogs should have been at the Yard to talk about
their work and how important the humble hedgehog is
to the environment.
Hedgehogs are now an endangered species and need
to be protected from the adverse effects of discarded
plastics etc. Come along to the Yard and learn what you can do to help the hedgehog
survive. The girls have received many awards for their work and have made several
TV appearances as part of their campaign. For more information and how you can
get involved go to:- www.hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk
In this time of staying at home why not make a hedgehog house and encourage these
fascinating animals into your garden. Details for making a hedgehog house can be
found on their website.

2nd May

Quilting and Patchwork with Philip

Philip Anderson would have been talking about and demonstrating quilting techniques
and methods.
The original idea of quilting was to recycle scraps of fabric
to create useful items, such as bedspreads, cushion covers
and rugs.
The techniques used have gradually evolved into a vast
range of styles, from simple squares and triangles to an
intricate, decorative art form.
There is a danger that once tried, the craft can become
addictive, leading to walls, beds, tables and any empty
space being covered with treasured works of art! Philip will
show how the most complicated designs can be based on
the simplest of techniques.
Philip is a volunteer at the Yard and will be around when we re-open to answer your
questions and will be back with his display next year.

8
Complied by E Lawley & Edited by G Lawley

Charity No 1140144

9th May Early Morning ‘Dawn Chorus Walk’ starting from the Yard at 6am
This was an opportunity to explore the local area and listen
to the early morning birdsong, accompanied by local expert
Steve England.
Steve who has lived and worked in the village for most of his
life, is passionate about wildlife in all its forms and gives a
running account of what to see and where to look.
Steve is at the Yard most Saturdays take the time to talk to
him about the local flora and fauna and find out about the wildlife that is around us.
Perhaps this is a time to make bird boxes for your garden and encourage the wildlife
to become a part of your life. Whilst you will miss the early nesting birds many have a
second brood later in the year. Either way you will be ready for next year.

16th May

Moths and their role in our life

David Brown would have been at the Yard talking about
moths and showing the wide variety that live in our
area.
Moths and their caterpillars are important food items
for many other species, including amphibians, small
mammals, bats and many bird species.
Moth caterpillars are especially important for feeding young chicks, including those
of our most familiar garden birds such as the blue tit and great tit, robin, wren and
blackbird. A serious decline in moth numbers could have disastrous knock-on
effects for all these wildlife species. We hope to be able to have David during 2021.

30th May

Stone Masonry Today

Nick Bragg is an award winning, modern day
stone mason who trained at Worcester
Cathedral. He has since worked at other
cathedrals including York, Gloucester and
Canterbury.
Nick
would
have
been
demonstrating and talking about the craft of
stone masonry. He also produces one off
decorative work for displays both inside the
home and for the garden area. On the right is
one of his designs.

9
Complied by E Lawley & Edited by G Lawley

Charity No 1140144

Masonry is a centuries old craft and the results can be seen in most countries across
the world from the Pyramids and Petra to today’s modern buildings with their stone
facades and carvings.
Many stone masons are employed rebuilding our churches and civic buildings as well
as creating new works. Whilst some modern power tools have found their way into the
mason’s tool kit many of the designs of the tools used have changed little over the
years, but new materials are being used to improve their longevity. We plan to
schedule Nick into the 2021 programme.

Chedhams QUIZ -1
In the meantime, to keep minds and hands active there is a postal quiz about the Yard
and the Chedham family which is open to everyone, except Chedhams Volunteers,
especially the under 16s. There will be a gift voucher for the first correct answer
opened on 15th June.

The 20 questions are:
1. In what decade did the Chedham’s move to Wellesbourne?
2. Where did the family live when they arrived in Wellesbourne?
3. When was Bill Chedham born?
4. In what year did Bill get married?
5. What year was the renovated Chedhams Yard opened to the public?
6. In what decade did Bill Chedham close the Yard workshops?
7. What did Bill Chedham do after he closed the Yard?
8. What two major activities were carried out at the Yard?
9. What team game did Bill Chedham take part in?
10. Who provided the funding to renovate the Yard?
11. What day/s is/are the Yard open to the public?
12. Is it necessary to pre-book to visit on a public day?
13. How much does it cost to visit the Yard on a public day?
14. Do Chedham’s Yard staff give audio/visual presentations to clubs?
15. Are there toilets at the Yard?
16. What time does the Yard open?
17. Do volunteers have to live in Wellesbourne?
18. Who owns Chedhams Yard?
19. Where is Chedhams Yard?
20. Can the yard be hired for private functions/meetings?
Send your answers along with your name and address plus your age in an envelope
marked ‘Chedhams Quiz’ to:E Lawley (Trustee)
5 Debden Close
Wellesbourne
CV35 9TH
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Coronavirus
Due to the recommendations and direction from Central Government Chedhams Yard
did not open on the 11th April, as planned, and will remain closed during the current
crisis. We will regularly review the situation and open as soon as possible.

Currently all of the May events have been cancelled.

Please continue to look at the website for the latest information regarding reopening
dates. Alternatively, if you want information on reopening directly from us, please send
your details by e-mail to enquiries@chedhamsyard.org.uk and we will contact you
directly.

For more information on any aspect call us on 01789 842770 or 01789 555678 and
leave a message.
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Programme of Events
Free Entry on Saturdays
Opening Times 11am to 3 pm
11 April

Easter Egg Hunt & Children’s Crafts

cancelled

18 April

Blacksmith & Wood Turning demos

cancelled

25 April

Hedgehog Conservation/Preservation cancelled

2 May

Quilting and Patchwork

cancelled

9 May

6.00am Dawn Chorus Walk

cancelled

9 May

Children’s Craft Workshop

cancelled

16 May

Moths & their Role in Our Life

cancelled

23 May

Photo Competition

cancelled

30 May

Masonry / Stone Carving

cancelled

Blacksmiths & Wood Turning demos

cancelled

13 June

Wheelwrighting Skills Explained

cancelled

20 June

Bats & Countryside Conservation

cancelled

27 June

Open Studios – Multiple Artists

cancelled

6 June

4 July

Ewe to You – Spinning & Weaving

11 July

Heart of England Wood Turners & TWAM

18 July

Wellesbourne Art Group

25 July

Stained Glass Workshop

1 Aug

Willow Weaving - Baskets & More

8 Aug

Honey and the Honey Bee

15 Aug

The Wellesbourne & District Lions

22 Aug

Children’s Craft Workshop

29 Aug

Plight of the Farm Labourer

5 Sept

Patchwork & Textile Display

12 Sept

Sketch Pad Day

19 Sept

Heritage Open Day - Hidden Nature

26 Sept

Iron Tyre Fitting Demonstration

31 Oct

Halloween Pumpkin Carving & Fun

12 Dec

Christmas with Carols, Santa & Fun
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